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THE NATURE OF THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
In an article “The Nature of Christians and the Theological Seminary”, Dr. Mark A. Seifrid discussed “how our mind-set has affected the way we participate in Christian community.   We do not form genuine community on the basis of Sunday morning and a cup of coffee in the foyer after the service.  The question is, how well are we forming community?  How do we form genuine community?  Beyond Sunday how well are we as Christian communities embodying the gospel in the midst of the dominant cultures, values, and priorities amongst whom we live?  How well am I participating and encouraging genuine community?  How well am I embodying the gospel?  
The Communion of the Saints

What is the Christian Community?  The “Christian community is, above all else, Christ indwelling his people” (p 18).  God wants to transform our lives as we renew our minds; as we learn God’s perspective, his power is unleashed to radically change us as a community from the inside out.  This is how we are saved.  Not by doing a bunch of works or rituals for God, or by being blown away by some dramatic experience—but by understanding the message of Christ's death to pay for our sins, and then by choosing to receive this gift by faith (Eph. 1:13,14).  And this is how we grow spiritually once we’ve received salvation.  As Paul unpacks what this renewed mind and transformed life looks like, he begins differently than we might.  Many of us may begin with private Bible study or prayer—but Paul begins with our involvement with other Christians.  Unless we learn God's perspective in our relation with other Christians begin to act consistently with this, we will substantially block God’s transformation of our lives.
Christian Community in Practice
 
Our involvement in community.  Romans 12:3 talks about proper involvement in Christian community, this begins with a proper understanding of who we are.  Paul warns against megalomania (and, by implication, inferiority) in this area, and urges us instead to think “sanely” about ourselves.  This means to understand that if you have received Christ, you are an interdependent member of Christ’s body.  Individual Christians are related to one another in the same way the organs of our physical bodies are related to one another.  In our physical body, each of our organs is unique and individual—yet the identity of each is essentially corporate. 

Christian Community requires acting consistently with who we are
I can begin with this question: “How involved should I be with other Christians?” The basic answer is: I need to be involved enough that I am acting consistently with my identity as a member of Christ’s body.  Like the organs of our physical bodies, God has designed each of us to build up his Body in a unique way.    

What is needed for adequate involvement?  More than regular attendance at meetings!  What is needed is our function (Rom.12:4), the contribution of our gifted ministry. We are not fully involved until we are playing the role for which God gifted us, and when playing that role, it is a key part of our identity as a Christian.  When we give to others in our gifted areas, we build up the body of Christ in a powerful way.  We also experience great satisfaction that God is working through us!

